
IS MAGELLAN THE RIGHT SCHOOL FOR YOUR CHILD? 
 
Although our population is diverse in many ways, the style of teaching and learning at Magellan is a better fit 
for some students more than others.  Therefore, before applying to Magellan, we strongly encourage you to read 
the following and consider if Magellan is the right fit for your child.  
 
Magellan is a school for: “Motivated Learners”:  
Students who adapt quickly here are those who have mastered the material at their previous school at or above 
grade level.  Students who are self-motivated and eager to explore new ideas will find many opportunities here.  
Students need to work well in groups and independently.  The high expectations of Magellan may not be 
suitable for those who lack self-discipline, the appropriate maturity level, or are struggling academically. Is 
your child motivated to learn and eager to explore new content? Can your child be self-directed 
and work collaboratively with others when necessary? 
 
At Magellan, ACADEMICS COME FIRST.  The entire school day is devoted to learning 
the core subjects (mathematics, language arts, social studies, and science):   While we cover 
the North Carolina Standard Course of Study, our teachers use every opportunity to enrich the learning 
experience for the students. Knowledge is often imparted by a combination of seeing, hearing, and doing.  
Textbooks are used in moderation, if at all.  The emphasis is not as much on memorization, but in taking the 
information presented and analyzing, synthesizing, evaluating, and, finally, applying it in a new way.  A typical 
classroom size is 16-18 students.  The school day at Magellan is divided equally into the core subject areas: 
math, science, language arts and social studies.  Language arts and social studies and math and science are 
taught in integrated blocks in the third grade.  In the fourth grade, students change classes for math, science, and 
a social studies/language arts combined block. Students in grades five through eight change classes for all four 
core subjects.  Homework will vary from teacher to teacher, and the amount of time required will vary.  
Homework is often time consuming and thought provoking.  Our expectations may be different from those your 
child is currently experiencing.  Are academics a priority for you and your child? Can your child 
remain focused on a project from beginning to completion? 

 
Students at Magellan are grouped by ability in math. 
Students of varying abilities work together in each classroom, except math.  Students at Magellan are grouped 
by ability in math.  Math placement decisions are based on your child’s performance and are made at the 
discretion of the school’s math committee.  Will this system of math grouping work for your child?  
 
Experiential learning is a core value at Magellan. Students would benefit from having the maturity 
to participate in the many educational excursions, especially overnight trips.  Magellan students take an average 
of one field trip (voyage) per month.  Most grade levels plan two major overnight trips per year, one in the fall 
and one at the end of the school year.  These trips are from 2-3 days each.   Students also routinely participate in 
hands-on experiences like projects, debates, discussions, and simulations.  To participate, self control is a 
prerequisite.  Can your child exercise self-control during voyages and other hands-on activities? 
 
At Magellan, parent volunteers are an integral part of our day to day operations:  Magellan 
parents are required to volunteer a minimum of one recess/lunch duty per month.  Parents are also needed to 
accompany students on both day and overnight field trips.  Periodically, the classes will need parents to 
volunteer for an activity or send something in from home. Every Wednesday, parent volunteers are needed to 
set up and serve pizza as a fundraiser for grade level field trips.  As a parent, are you prepared to 
dedicate your time on a regular basis as a volunteer, either during the school day or to after-
school projects? 
 



 
 
Magellan parents help to ensure the success of their student:   
Magellan parents have many responsibilities which help ensure the success of their student and the smooth 
functioning of the school.  First, we ask for your support, especially at home.  Many students (especially third 
and fourth graders) are unable to organize their materials, structure their time, and use that time wisely.  
Occasionally, long-term projects are assigned that must be completed at home.  Parents are asked to guide their 
child in planning and implementing that plan.  Setting aside a quiet time and place for homework is essential.  
Studying for quizzes and tests is something that you can also do to help your child prepare.  We also ask parents 
to plan ahead when scheduling trips and vacations so that your child does not miss school.  Since our lessons 
cannot be duplicated from a book or on worksheets, it is sometimes impossible to supply make-up work for 
those who take time off during the academic calendar.   We ask parents to schedule trips during teacher 
workdays or holidays. Also, students need to arrive on time to school daily.   As a Magellan parent, would 
you be willing to help take responsibility for the success of your child? 

 
At Magellan, “specials” and technology instruction are integrated into the curriculum.  We 
believe art, music, and physical education are very important.  These subjects are integrated into the curriculum 
regularly. After school tuition-based classes in these areas are also available.  We have computers in each 
classroom and access to two computer labs in the school.  Technology skills are taught in conjunction with 
assignments in curriculum areas.  Magellan employs a full-time instructional technology specialist to assist 
classroom teachers in planning and skill acquisition.  Does this method of integrating specials and 
technology suit the instructional needs of your child? 
 
Magellan is a small, familial environment in which respect for others is paramount.  Can 
your child treat teachers, parents and fellow classmates with courtesy and respect? 
 
 
After reading this information, if you feel Magellan might be the right school for your child, 
please submit the following application during the application period (February 22-March 5, 
2010). 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



THE MAGELLAN CHARTER SCHOOL 
Application for Admission 

 
The Magellan Charter School is dedicated to providing an experiential and academically focused educational opportunity for highly 
motivated students in grades three through eight. 

 
I. Applicant: 
 
Applicant’s Full Name_______________________________________________________________________________ 
   last    first     middle 
 
Preferred Name_______________________________________________   Male   Female   Race______________  
 
Grade Level Applying For (2010/11) ______Current Grade Level (2009/10) ________    Twin or multiple? Yes    No  
 
Current School ______________________________________________  Age________ Date of Birth ______________ 
 
Home Address______________________________________________________________________________________ 
  Street     City      Zip 
 
Home Phone __________________________________ Email_______________________________________________  
 
Has student been receiving or identified for Special Services? (yes/no)_________________________________________ 
 
If so, please describe the nature of such services___________________________________________________________ 
(This information will not be used to determine eligibility for enrollment.  It will, however, help us plan for next year.) 
 
II. Parent(s) or Guardian(s): 
 
Name:____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 last    first   relationship   cell phone  
 

Address(if different from above)_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Name_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
  last    first   relationship   cell phone 
 
Address(if different from above)________________________________________________________________________ 
 
III. Siblings currently attending to The Magellan Charter School: 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Name           Grade (2009-10 school year)  

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Name           Grade (2009-10 school year) 

  

IV. Personal Statement:  Please have the student complete the personal statement on the next page. 

 

Applications must be mailed and postmarked no earlier than February 22 and no later than March 5, 2010.  Please 
return the application, the student personal statement, and a self-addressed stamped envelope (to receive your lottery 
number and confirmation) to: 

The Magellan Charter School Admissions 
9324 Baileywick Road 

Raleigh, NC  27615 
 

IMPORTANT: PLEASE CALL THE OFFICE IF YOU HAVE NOT RECEIVED A CARD WITH 
YOUR LOTTERY NUMBER BY MARCH  15TH (844-0277). 



 

IV. Student Personal Statement: 

1.  What is your favorite subject?  Explain why it is your favorite. 

 

 

 

 

 

2.  What is your least favorite subject?  Explain. 

 

 

 

 

 

3.  What do you like most about your current school? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4.  Why would you like to come to The Magellan Charter School? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Magellan Charter School admits students without regard to race, sex, disability, color, religion, national or ethnic 
origin.   
 

 

 
 



BEFORE YOU SUBMIT, CAN YOU COMMIT? 
 

Prior to submitting your child’s application, please be aware that if admitted to the school you 
and your child will be required to commit to the following: 
 
As a Magellan parent, I understand that: 
 

 Magellan is a school that focuses on academics, and our family will put school first. 
 I am expected to support my child at home with homework, projects, and test preparation. 
 I will help my child organize their materials and structure their time wisely. 
 I will work together with the Magellan teachers and administration as a team to foster the 

success of my child. 
 I acknowledge the level of volunteer commitment that is required in order for Magellan 

to maintain the highest educational standards for all students.  I am prepared to support 
this need by volunteering regularly for lunch duty, field trips, and special events. 

 
 
As a Magellan student, I understand that: 
 

 Magellan is a school that focuses on academics. 
 I am expected to be self-motivated and willing to explore new ideas. 
 I will be required to work well in both groups and independently.  
 At times, homework and projects will be time consuming and thought provoking. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


